The Priory of Mdl

Founded at the beginning of the 12th century by the local canons, the priory of

Meillerie was later affiliated to the provost of Grand St Bernard. In the 13th
century, the site was chosen by the provosts as their principal residence. The
priory, entirely reconstructed and fortified, became an important religious and
economic centre. Its influence extended from Torrent to Locum and from the
Memises to Leman. The priory progressively lost its importance to other
residences. The canons were finally chased from Meillerie in 1752 when the
priory changed its proprietor.

The choir of the parish church of Meillerie dates from the 12th century and is

formed as a square. It is divided into two spans and decorated with sculptures
in molasse — a type of conglomerate stone (vault bosses, capitals at the top of
the columns). The nave dates from the first half of the 19th century and was
constructed to welcome all the parishioners of the ancient priory church.

I oday, only half of the priory monastic building remains, as the north wing

was entirely destroyed at the beginning of the 19th century. The demolished
part faced the lake, and one can see signs of the arches of the cellars beside the
road. The remaining part of the building contains the kitchen, a fireplace and
several bedrooms, including the prior's. In the centre of the priory there is
also a small cloister.
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